The DemoChat

The Official 33* Legislative District Democrats Newsletter
Volume 4, Issue 6, June 2008

June General Meeting
Monday, June 16, 2008

Normandy Park Congregational Church
19247 First Avenue South
Normandy Park, Washington

AGENDA
(Endorsements may be made at this meeting.)

7:00 p.m.  Call to order, approval of agenda and minutes

7:15 p.m. Judicial Candidates

7:30 p.m. Superintendent of Public Instruction Terry Bergeson
Campaign updates from legislative candidates

8:15 p.m. Puget Sound Partnership
LD Reports

-2008 Meeting Schedule-

Monday- July 21st, 2008
Monday- September 15th, 2008

Monday- October 20th, 2008
Monday- November 17th, 2008
Monday- December 15th, 2008

We Must All Hang Together, Or
Assuredly We Shall All Hang
Separately...

There are a lot of hurt feelings right now in the
Democratic Party. When two democrats run for the
same seat, there are bound to be people rubbing each
other the wrong way. But especially in such a
campaign that Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama have
run, where both candidates were dedicated,
hardworking, and determined to win the position,
there’s going to be democrats angry at other democrats.
Resentment, bitterness, even jealousy have arisen,
causing members of the party to state that they will not
work together, not volunteer for the presumptive
nominee...even some declaring that they will vote for
the opposing party!

With such a conflicting, emotional landscape, it
becomes difficult to come together as a party. But that
is exactly what we must do. I know that I speak about
this from the point of view of someone whose
preferred candidate has essentially won the
primary...in fact, two of my preferred candidates have
basically won their primaries. But I had already sat
myself down and made my decision about what I
would do if the opposite had occurred long ago.

Yes, I would be upset, even angry. It would be hard for
me to smile and support...because that is not the
candidate I wanted to win. But I knew that regardless
of which candidate did win, they both supported the
policies and platforms that I wanted to see
implemented, and most importantly, they opposed the
ones that I opposed. And even if the candidate I didn’t
originally support implemented these policies or
platforms in ways that I didn’t like, still, they would be
implemented.

Because the alternative would be so much worse. The
alternative would be no universal health care. The
alternative would be no right to choose. The alternative
would be four more years in Iraq.

The alternative would be the Republican Party.

Omaha Sternberg, DemoChat Editor
33" District Democrats
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General Membership Meeting Minutes
May 19, 2008

Meeting Opening
Chair Tim Clark called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm; Anne Timlick led the pledge of allegiance. The minutes from
the April meeting and the agenda for tonight’s meeting were approved. Minutes for the May meeting were taken by

acting Secretary Tom Files.

33rd District member Anne Price Mills was elected at the 9th congressional district caucus to represent us at the
democratic national convention. The membership congratulated her.

8th Congressional Candidate Darcy Burner

Darcy Burner spoke about how her opponent, Reichert, has voted 100% with Bush on war and
foreign policy, is against women having birth control, etc. Her offices are in Bellevue and she is
always looking for volunteers. She listed some of the groups that have endorsed her.

Endorsement Committee

Shay Schual-Berke introduced Regina Cahan for King county superior court judge, position 10, seeking our
endorsement. She stressed Ms. Cahan’s civil and criminal trial experience. She received an “exceptionally well
qualified” from the Municipal League. Tim pointed out that in a non-partisan race in the August primary, if one
candidate gets over 50% of the vote, s/he is elected and does not go onto the general election.

The Endorsement committee gave their report. Discussion ensued regarding whether to endorse Regina Cahan for the
judge position pro and con. A motion was made by Shay Schual-Berke and seconded by Florence McMullen to
endorse Regina Cahan. The motion was then made to table the original endorsement motion. Bob Stephens,
Parliamentarian, pointed out that one couldn’t table an active motion. Tim called for a vote on the motion to table; it
passed by 39 to 33.

State Platform Committee

Bob Loeliger reported on the state platform committee. There are 13 platforms now online for viewing. There is a final
state-wide meeting coming up in Ellensberg.

Nomination Convention

The Credentials Committee reported 83 total members present with 59 voting PCOs. At this time, each candidate was
able to give a campaign update.

Dave Upthegrove, position 2, has no Democratic opponent and one Republican opponent, Tan Rham. He called to
keep the campaign between two good democratic candidates as positive as possible.

Tim introduced Tina Orwall, who is running for position 1. 20 years as a social worker. Discovered many gaps in
social service network. Very active in school levy. Kids need technical pathways to work. Wants to serve most in need;
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innovative practices, partnerships. Wants to bring more resources into this community. Omaha Sternberg and Alan
Sutliffe of WEA endorsed Tina Orwall and spoke of other officeholder and group endorsements, including the
Washington State Labor Council, and Omaha gave a campaign update, in which she mentioned that Tina had put up
her website at www.electtinaorwall.com, had put on a successful fundraiser and was preparing another one in June,
had doorbelled numerous precincts already and attracted many volunteers.

Elizabeth Albertson, Kent City council member the last 3 years, who is running for position 1. Elizabeth Albertson
said, “Todd Gibson is a handsome, attractive Republican candidate opponent for this position.” Ron Sims has endorsed
her, as well as the firefighters. The Washington State Labor Council has endorsed her.

Tim then reviewed the Nominating Convention rules for state representative position 1 and 2 (see below). Questions
about challenges to the vote arose, and Tim said that any election challenge will be at the state party chair’s office.
Dave Upthegrove’s name for position 2 was placed in nomination. Dave was nominated by acclamation.

Lionel Ford, Cass Prindle, and Dave Upthegrove served as the Tally Committee. Tara Jo Heinecke placed Elizabeth
Albertson’s name in nomination for state representative position 1. She stated that Elizabeth Albertson had won a non-
partisan Kent City council race against a long-time incumbent, and was a hard-working Democrat. Shay Schual-Berke
placed Tina Orwall’s name in nomination for state representative position 1. She stated that Tina supports an
Environmental agenda and Shay’s health care reform.

The PCO’s balloted, and the ballots were gathered and tallied by the Tally Committee. The final results were Tina
Orwall: 143; Elizabeth Albertson: 137.

Nomination Convention Rules:

e Nomination Convention rules:
e Chair will be chair of the legislative district
e Chair will name tally committee
e Registrar will confirm eligible voter list (Must be elected or appointed PCO, as of previous meeting)
e No proxies allowed
e Nomination speech may be from multiple speakers, but total time may not exceed 2 minutes.
e Ifonly one candidate, will simply be voice vote.
e If more than two candidates, chair will use voice vote to reduce field to two candidates.
¢ Any candidate must meet the “Threshold of Eligibility” for nomination as defined by the State Party rule,
Section VI, attesting to the following:
o Support of the Democratic Party and candidate desire to be known as a Democrat
o Must be otherwise eligible under state law for election to the office sought
o Must not have been registered as a member of any political party other than the Democratic Party for a
least one year immediately preceding filing for office
e  When there are only two candidates, weighted ballots by precinct and signed by PCO will be used.
e  Weighting of ballots shall be based on precinct totals from this year’s caucus as determined by state party.
Ballot must be signed to count.
e Tally committee will collect and add totals based on weighted strength.
e No substitute motions will be accepted.
e Roberts’ Rules of Order shall prevail at the convention.
o Ballots will be kept to deal with any challenges.
e Chair will notify state party of vote of Nominating Convention.
e The district newsletter will report the restricted nature of the nomination convention and the outcome of the
vote.
e Quorum: Upon a call for a quorum, a minimum of 40% of the weighted votes shall be required to conduct
further business.

e No vote for district endorsement will be accepted.
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New Members/PCOs
John was accepted as a new voting member. Joanne Pearson was voted in as a new PCO for her precinct.
Miscellaneous Announcements

The 33rd district social picnic is to be held Saturday, August 23rd, at a park to be named. No formal agenda will be
planned.

Fred Dills is critically ill at home, and his wife Florence Dills of 50 years is with him. The members voted to use $16
to send sympathy cards to Frances Dills; Elizabeth Brant will do this. Also, Cheryl Juneau’s mother passed away
recently. The members voted to use $50 from the 33rd district to send flowers in sympathy to Cheryl Juneau.

Omaha Sternberg talked to everyone about the DemoChat, apologizing that some may not have received the electronic
DemoChat on time because she accidentally used an older electronic mailing list at first. Reminded everyone that if

they wanted to subscribe to the electronic version, they could do so on the website.

Tim talked about how someone can file with the county to be on the ballot to be a PCO. One can go to the King
County website and get the information and form. The filing deadline is Friday, June 6, with a $1 fee.

Bob Loeliger gave a legislative action committee report. Carol Ann Meyers was chosen to bring 33rd district up to full
strength.

Chair’s Report/Announcements
Registrar’s Report: The registrar reported 83 total members present
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer reported a balance of $770.50.

Tim adjourned the meeting at 9 pm.

Making Change Happen

As we enter the new phase of the 2008 presidential election, we might take a moment to recall why we make
the effort. Every hopeful has been claiming to be “the change candidate” for the last six months, so I thought
I would recall why change is so important. This column is just one of a series on the need for real change.

Iraq continues as a painful saga. The sacrifices of a few continue to hit benchmarks that bring little comfort.
The newspaper puts categories for deaths of those in uniform with ties to Washington State as over 260 for
the five years in Iraq and over 20 for the seven years of combat in Afghanistan. The reconstruction of Iraq
(which was supposed to be easy according to the now discredited Neo-Cons) has seen spending in Iraq grow
to a billion dollars a week. Since this represents spending while our president crows about tax cuts and IRS
refund checks, it translates to spending from future revenues and a growing federal debt. The financial cost
of the war is not being dealt with, as neither are other deficits related to the conflict in Middle East.

Another newspaper article dealt with a new high rate of soldier suicides. Some 115 lives were lost this way
among regular soldiers and activated reservists last year alone. That’s a rate of 18.8 per 100,000 troops. Part
of that is attributed the practice of extension of deployments to 15 months from 12 months. Certainly
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National Guard units activated in this way come under great family and job strain. All past activation of such
units was done in the name of national emergency and for the purpose of defending the country from threat.

Still another article talked about a sailor who had become an “augmentee” by a practice which allows the
Pentagon to take people in uniform from other services and employ them to bolster ground forces. He had a
degree in nuclear engineering and had spent most of his career on submarines. He had been proud of his new
role which involved making micro loans to small businesses in Iraq when his life was lost as a casualty of
war.

There are few things which make a lot of sense historically in our current policy. I mention all this because
surely you must have wondered why the military would have people assigned to help with micro-loans to
small businesses. Or perhaps we might debate why the economy of Iraq is unstable. For instance, when the
occupation of Iraq began, the transition under American leadership was held solely by the Defense
Department. The lessons of WWII demonstrated that success in establishing institutions and policies is more
likely when the State Department is in charge because their regional experts understand the culture and
practices of the region. While most people understand that democracy must come from the approval of the
people being served, that didn’t happen. Paul Bremer was brought in, and with a distinctly top down
management style proceeded to mandate how things were going to be. And had the guns to back his new
order.

Consider this one side effect: Bremer would not allow former Baath political party members to bid on
reconstruction contracts. Under Hussein, only such firms could get the major contracts. Under Bremer, the
Iraq government was required to open all such contracts to all other bidders, including foreign firms. Since
Bremer also outlawed labor unions, that meant contractors could hire desperate, unemployed equipment
operators to ensure that no matter how dangerous the job was, there would be no work stoppages for any
reason. Nor did Bremer have to be sensitive in any way to how Iraqis might feel about how they were treated
while under foreign employment.

The real intent of this column is to recognize that one political party in this country, which has a real chance
to win the White House come November, means change when they say it. The other side wants to “stay the
course” in the Middle East. If you want change to happen, you must realize that elections are a struggle and
the contending sides will try to sway voters with media campaigns.

If the Democrats are to succeed in winning the White House, the hard task is actually talking to voters, and
making a difference lies in commitment. Victory comes only through hard work, money from citizens, and
an informed electorate. The coordinated campaign office for South King County will be opening this month
in Auburn. Volunteers are being sought to make the personal contacts, which ultimately make the difference.
Can we count on you?

Tim Clark
Chair of 33" LD Democrats
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Tuesday, June 22
2:00-4:30pm

peere
(=D At the Lovely Home and Garden
of Helen Kludt
17529 13th Ave SW
Normandy Park, WA 98166

To A Very Special Event
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Next Meeting in July!

Don’t forget that next month we will have a PCO training and social event!
This is a great time to learn what it means to be a PCO, what jobs a PCO
performs, meet other PCOs, and get your PCO handbook. Don’t miss out!
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33" LD DEMOCRATS
Executive Board for 2007-08
Chair Tim Clark 253-854-1895
Vice-Chair Vacant
Secretary Cheryl Juneau 206-870-1994
These Democrats represent the 33" Legislative District in Treasurer Cass Prindle 206-403-6669
Olympia. Representative Shay Schual-berke, Senator Karen WSDCC Reps Elizabeth Albertson 206-595-3627
Keiser, and Representative Dave Upthegrove are there to
serve you. Please contact them if you have an inquiry. Lionel Forde 206-850-3187
KCDCC Reps Elizabeth Brant 206-870-1759
Senator Karen Keiser 360-786-7664/ FAX 360-786-1999 Bob Polwarth 206-824-0206
Rep. Shay Schual-berke 360-786-7834/ FAX 360-786-7317 KCDCC Alts Gete] A MRS 206-779-4798
Rep. Dave Upthegrove 360-786-7868/ FAX 360-786-7317 Michael Miele 253-854-6349
Legislative Hotline 1-800-562-6000 KCDCC LAC Vacant
Bob Loeliger 206-870-1939

These Democrats represent the 33" Legislative District in the
King County Council. County Councilmembers Julia
Patterson and Dow Constantine are there to serve you.
Please contact them if you have an inquiry.

KCDCC LAC Alt

Steve Juneau

206-870-1994

Parliamentarian

Bob Stephens

206-824-2699

Registrar Paulette Holcomb 206-433-0551
Admin. Officer Debbie Batchelor 206-277-7860
Sgt.-at-Arms Jim Fossos 206-824-8537
KCYD Reps Bailey Stober 253-520-2469

Tiffany McGuyer

206-878-2239

. . 206-296-1008/
Councilmember Julia Patterson FAX 206-205-5610
360-786-7834/

Councilmember Dow Constantine EAX 360-786-7317

Newsletter Editor

Omaha Sternberg

206-388-4575
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33" Legislative District Democrats
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E-mail: chair@33rddistrictdemocrats.org
Email calendar notices:
webmaster@33rddistrictdemocrats.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information, visit these web sites:
http://www.33rddistrictdemocrats.org
http://www.kcdems.org

or call Tim Clark, 253-854-1895

Upcoming Events E

Monday, June 16, 2008, 7 p.m.

33" LD General Meeting

Normandy Park Congregational Church
19247 First Avenue South, Normandy Park
Information: Tim Clark, 253-854-1895

Tuesday, July 15, 2008, 7 p.m.

33" LD Executive Board Meeting
Kent Carpenters Hall

25120 Pacific Hwy S, Kent
Information: Tim Clark, 253-854-1895

Tuesday, June 24, 2008, 7 p.m.

King County Democrats General Meeting
Renton Carpenters Hall

231 Burnett Ave North, Renton
Information: Susan Sheary, 425-228-4729

Monday, July 21, 2008, 7 p.m.

33" LD General Meeting

Normandy Park Congregational Church
19247 First Avenue South, Normandy Park
Information: Tim Clark, 253-854-1895

Join Ron Sims for Breakfast, Tuesday, June 17, 2008, time 7:30 am
Seattle Westin Hotel and Ballroom, 1900 5th Ave, Seattle. Info: http://www.ronsims.com

Out of Iraq Town Hall with Darcy Burner, June 17, 2008, time 6:30 pm
Bellevue City Hall. Info: http://www.bellevuetownhall.org/outofiraq/

WPC 2008 Awards Banquet, Saturday, June 21, 2008, 6:00 pm

South Seattle Community College, 6000 16th Ave SW, Seattle. Info: http://www.washclean.org/banquet.htm



